Translation of Letter from Uinseann Mac Thomáis:
Dear Sirs/Mesdames

I am not an expert on taxation matters or on tax allowances, but I would like to make the following recommendation, as a citizen, with regard to the review being conducted by the Commission.

1. That ways be examined to provide tax-free allowances for proven daily speakers of Irish.

That ways be examined to generate tax allowances in (Gaeltacht) communities and in businesses in which the Irish language is central, in any part of the country.

I make these recommendations for the following reasons:

1.
It is the policy of the State and of the new Government to secure Irish as the language of the Gaeltacht and to make it a spoken national language.

2.
The technology now exists, as do the criteria, to confirm the competence, background, ability, and customary practice of daily users of Irish, through self-assessment and independent assessment.
3.
With the linguistic streams of information from the census and other sources, it is now possible to map the communities in which daily speakers of Irish exist, and who conduct matters through Irish.

4.
The present system is unfair, whereby tax allowances are granted to certain workers, e.g. Gardaí, teachers, because they work through Irish.  It would be fairer to have an ‘across the board’ allowance for all proven speakers of Irish.

5.
Since the Irish language is under pressure from English, and now from many other languages, it behoves us to look at innovative measures to ensure its permanence as the Gaeltacht language and as a national language.
Uinseann Mac Thomáis

