From   Hugh  Dawnay
   Ladies and Gentlemen of  the  Tax  Commission,

                A  loud  complaint that  is  frequently  heard  is  that  the  gap  between  the  very  rich  and  the  very  poor  is  becoming  wider. This  is  seen  to  be  substaniated  every  time  RTE   television  produce  their  annual  programme  which  lists   the  richest  Irish  people,  all  of  whom  are  shown  to  be  worth   hundreds  of  millions  of  euros  if  not  billions.   Although  these  successful  business  people   have  clearly  contributed  to  the  wonderful  vast  improvement of  the  Irish  economy  during  recent  years,  resentment  against  them  is  inevitably  increased  by  the  statistics  that  most  of  them  are  living  abroad  as  tax  exiles while  the   Irish  Government,  who  created  the  conditions  for  their  wealth   to  be  accrued,  is  unable  to  complete  various  vitally  important  projects  because  of lack  of  funds.   

            I  submit  that  the  Irish  tax  system  could  greatly  increase  its  support  to  economic  activity  and  higher  employment,  with  added  prosperity,  while  providing  extra  necessary  infrastructure  and  resources  together  with  the  required  funds  to  meet  the  cost  of  public  services  if  these  tax  exiles  plus  others  on   the  TV  rich  list   were  asked, persuaded and  even  coerced  to  contribute  in  a  fashion  which clearly  demonstrates  that  they  are  DIRECTLY  providing  the  end  product   in  the  form  of  infrastructure,  equipment  and  even  employees.    The  reward  for  doing  this  could  be  multi  faceted  including  the  offer  of  the  same  tax  exemptions  currently  enjoyed  by  exiles  without  having   to  live  under  the  present  restrictions  of  exile  and/or  worthwhile  reductions  of  the  tax  paid  on  their  busines  profits.  Also  the  Government in  return  for   decreased  workload  could  well  publicise  such  useful  contributions  which  would  effectively  give  them  free   advertising  and  publicity  if  they  required  that  type  of  assistance.  

        I  suggest  that  much  of  the  resentment  by  the  rich  to   taxes  is  built  on  their  fear  that  the  the  money  they  pay  may  not  reach  the   worthy  projects  that  need  resources  and  funds  in  order  to  provide  public  facilities  and  services.   Hence   I  submit  that  people  worth  hundreds  of  millions, even  billions,  should  DIRECTLY  provide  equipment  for  public  hospitals ,  even  beds,  and  schools  plus  any  other  public  services  which  are  being  restricted  by  budget  limitations   in  these  current  difficult  economic  days.  

           A  second   common  complaint  that  is  often  made  is  that  there  are  not  enough   teachers   in  the  schools  and  nurses  in  the  hospitals.   Hence  we  hear  that  school  classes  are  larger  than  they  should  be  and  that  hospital  staff  are  overworked  resulting  in  the  tragic  MRSI  disease  that  kills   too  many  people.   At  the  same  time   teachers  and  nurses  are  continually  threatening  to  strike  in  order  to  back  up  demands  for  increased  pay.  I  submit  that  both  these  problems  might  be  solved  if   those  people  worth  hundreds  of  millions, even  billions,  DIRECTLY  employed  a  significant  number  of  school  teachers  and  hospital  nurses  who  would  be  added  to  those  in  public  service.  If  they  could  belong  to  the  same  Unions   School  class  numbers  and  hospital  work  loads  should  become  satisfactorily  reduced.   At  the  same  time  the  lowering  of  the  Government's  overall  wage  bill  would  provide  more  funds  for  paying  an  increase  in  wages  that  should  keep  the  teachers  and  nurses  content  and  prevent  strikes  in  the  near  future.   Once  again  the  millionaires/billionaires,  if  desired,  could  benefit  from  free  Government  publicity   and  possibly  from  the  actions  of  their  employees  working  in  the  public  service who  themselves  could  be  an  advertisement  for  them  by  what  they  say  and  even  wear,  as  minor  additions  to  their  uniforms  and  clothing. 

       In  conclusion  I  submit that   1. The  direct  provision  of  vital  equipment and  2. The  direct  payment  of  some  public  employees  by  the  multi  millionaires/billionaires  would  lower  the  overall  tax  burden   and  implement  changes  to  enhance  the  rewards   of  work  while increasing  the  fairness  of  the  tax  system  yet  reducing  the  amount  of  resentment   of  both  rich  and  poor,  if  well  explained.   Furthermore  both   concepts  would  produce  flexibility  that  would  make  the  Country's  tax  framework  proportionate  and  the  subsidy  to  the  cost  of  major  investments  in  infrastructure  and  equipment  would   greatly  assist  the  guarantee  of  maintaining  the  12.5 %  Corporation  tax.   Naturally  well  thougth  out  extremely good  diplomacy  with  all   parties  involved   in  implementing  these  plans  would  be  essential  to  create  a  result  that  would  be  a  Win  Win  Win  for  Government,  employees  and  tax  payers.      

                                       With  great  respect   yours  sincerely,

                                                        Hugh  Dawnay

  .   

