From: freddy heatley 
Sent: 04 February 2009 11:30
To: Commission on Taxation Info
Subject: a very late submission

Im sorry but I was unaware of the facility to submit comments. however the budget and recents events both national and personal prompted me to at least give you my views. 
A person who earns or is in receipt of pension etc. and is below the tax  level pay an unfair amount for some state services.  Examples:
                            Man walks into pharmacy and pay his 100 euro towards his monthly medication. The person next to him pay100 euro also , but the other person claims back his relevent tax. twenty or forty %. This means he is paying less for his medication .
                            Likewise same person pays xxxxx  amount towards his mothers nursing home fee. He pays the full amount whilst the son of the person sitting beside her, can get back up to 40% back. This is a most unfair system as obviously, the person paying the full amount in each case is the one who earns less!, and,  is the one least likely to be able to afford the charges.
            finally the recent decision to levy pension contributions on state employees brings about the same unfairness.The worker on low pay and because of his family /marital situation either pays no tax or is on the lower amount . The high earner will be in a position to claim back 40% resulting in a lower payment of that same figure, whislt the low paid employee will pay 100%.
You see at the end of the day it is actual money in your pocket, or if you like money going out of your pocket. 
Thank you.
Fred Heatley   

