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I am writing with two areas for consideration based on rumoured recommendations of the commission and their potential impact on the middle class.
Pension
Both myself and my wife have paid into defined contribution pensions since we started work and in the fifteen years since I started work I have paid into the pension according to advice given. The invested sum for both of us is worth less than the monies paid in. I think you will agree this does not bode well for the future. Imagine the situation if there had been no tax relief or only at the standard rate.
The situation with defined contribution pensions for the PAYE worker is akin to that of endowment mortgages. When those mortgages came to maturity the amounts available to pay off the capital sum fell far short of what was required. There are very few if any defined contribution pensions for PAYE workers that have come through to maturity and most workers will be left very short. 
The only thing that keeps those pensions in any way above water is the marginal rate allowance tax relief (this is a misnomer as in effect it is not a relief as ultimately tax will be paid when the pension is drawn down). The commentary about the pension tax relief has been ill informed and much of it from people with defined benefit pensions.Yes some very wealthy and some business leaders utilised the structures to their benefit, however they could afford to find other ways to avoid tax if that was not in place. Colm McCarthy has highlighted the key point that has been missed in debate, either contributions to the pension are taxed (inputs) and then don’t tax the pension (output) or give allowances on the input and tax the output, the situation as exists today.
If the commission recommend that pensions in the future will only get relief at the lower rate, this will be catastrophic. I am not defending the overall way that pensions are currently funded just that in the absence of an alternative means of funding retirement the status quo should be allowed to remain, with potentially changes including tighter rules on business leader payments in lieu of pensions and potentially a further lowering of the annual cap to a more realistic figure. Very few PAYE workers could get near the capped level. 
Ultimately the debate is being had by and between people who are beneficiaries of very generous defined benefit schemes and equivalent in the case of the public sector or who have been able to put huge sums of money into personal pensions. There appears to be a real lack of understanding of defined contribution schemes. The stances taken have been populist, attacking a minority who have benefited disproportionally and ignore the silent unrepresented middle class.
Property Tax
This is shorter and simpler. We moved back from the UK in 2000 and between 1999 and today have bought three times to larger houses as got married and had children. We have paid penal rates of stamp duty three times. Should a property tax be introduced quite simply there needs to be cognisance of what people have paid. Effectively we have paid several lifetimes of property tax already and there are many like us. Quite simply there needs to be stepback based on what voters have paid in stamp duty to at a minimum the previous purchase.
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