13th May 2008
Commission on Taxation
Le Pole House

Ship Street Great

Dublin 8

Dear Sir/Madam

I wish to state that Longford County Council supports the current equalisation measures in the Local Government Fund Grant allocations.  These measures ensure that a certain standard level of service applies throughout local government in Ireland.  We would be concerned that any change in this equalisation policy, which ensures financial stability in all local authorities, might result in a return to the previous position where you could have an extravagant level of service in some authorities contrasting with a sub standard level of service in others.
This Authority is anxious that the Commission on Taxation would support the existing policy of equalisation throughout local government in Ireland, which generally assists the financially weaker Councils.

Yours faithfully
_________________

T McDonald

Head of Finance
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