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SUPPORTING THE PLAYERS





Professional Footballers’ Association of Ireland

Room 214 Players’ Union Offices, National Sports Campus, Abbotstown, Dublin 15, Ireland

Tel +353 1 899 9350  Fax +353 1 899 9351  Email info@pfai.ie   Web  www.pfai.ie

Commission on Taxation
Le Pole House
Ship Street Great

Dublin 8

23 June 2009 

Dear Sirs 
RE:  SPORTING TAX RELIEF

The PFAI is the Union for the players who ply their trade in the FAI League of Ireland and I am writing to you regarding the Sporting Tax Relief and how it affects the players in the League of Ireland. 

A professional League of Ireland player’s career is short. We have found that contracts are now more incentive and appearance based, and coupled with injury and loss of form, can greatly diminish any earning potential massively.  A player’s earning potential on average would not exceed 12 years.  

Other careers in sport can last a lot longer – for example golf, horseracing, snooker and motorsport therefore leading to a greater earning potential.  

Our Association views the sporting tax relief as a form of redundancy.  Unlike most private and public sector workers who could potentially have a job for life, professional footballers have a job for now memories for life.

A lot of Irish players have come back to our league from the UK where they have not made the grade for various reasons.  Instead of dropping into the lower leagues and non-league in the UK they have returned home to their families and friends and they have helped to raise the profile and standard of our league.  An example of this is our current league champions Bohemian FC who have over 50 per cent of their playing staff have taken the path home.  We feel the sporting tax relief has been a massive incentive for these players returning home to ply their trade in Ireland.  At this time, the biggest financial incentive for a League of Ireland player is the sporting tax relief. 
As a professional player your time is taken up with playing, training, travel and rest.  When a full-time professional signs the standard player’s contract you are prohibited from having any other employment.  Many players struggle at the end of their playing career to find employment outside of football due to lack of work experience. 
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Part-time players also find it difficult to progress in their ‘day job’ due to time constraints surrounding professional football.  

Our Association believes from experience upon retirement that players use these monies as a means to live while educating and up-skilling themselves for life after football.

As you will no doubt be aware, there has been a dramatic decline in salaries available to pay even the highest quality players since the economic downturn.  The average wage for a professional player in our top division now is just below €30,000 (Gross) with a first division player earning significantly less.  Contract stability in a recent survey of our members was signalled as their greatest concern.  This concern is backed up by the fact that 91 per cent of players will be out of work following the final league games of the season on 7 November.

The sporting tax relief has encouraged our good young players to stay and earn a living in Ireland instead of leaving to play football in the UK or further afield.  If this were in any way diminished, it is very likely that more players would leave to play abroad, particularly in the UK. This has helped the standard of play in the League of Ireland improve. It has also encouraged quality international overseas players to continue to ply their trade in our League – Kevin Hunt (England) and Joseph Ndo (Cameroon) to name but two.
This has been borne out by our recent results in European club competitions.  It is no coincidence that we have moved up ten places on the UEFA co-efficient tables since this scheme was introduced in 2002.
It is our belief as an Association that it is essential that our league continues to keep as many of its star players as possible.

If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours in sport
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General Secretary
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                               The PFAI is a member of FIFPro, the World Players’ Union.                          [image: image4.jpg]



                        The PFAI is a section of the Marine, Port & General Workers’ Group, a branch of SIPTU.
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